
 

Copyright © 2021 Dentist Auckland NZ. All rights reserved. 

What is the difference between a dentist and 

an orthodontist? 

Looking for a North shore dentist, we can be the correct address for 

you. Here we offer our patients the best dentist services. In this post, 

we will discuss the difference between Dentists and Orthodontists. 

 

Dentists and Orthodontists both help the patients to improve their oral 

health, but in their ways. Dentistry is a comprehensive medical 

specialty that deals with the teeth, jaw, gum, and nerves. At the same 

time, orthodontics is a specialty within dentistry that focuses on 

correcting bites, occlusion, and the straightness of teeth.  

https://www.dentistaucklandnz.co.nz/milford
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One crucial difference between them is that all orthodontists are 

dentists. But all dentists have not licensed orthodontists. 

 How are they different? 

There are many differences between them. An orthodontist needs 

additional schooling like a dental specialty; the condition is like a doctor 

who obtains further education to become a surgeon. The second 

difference is that orthodontists specialize in helping patients align their 

teeth, fitting them for corrective braces and devices, or improving their 

bite. If the patient has an overbite, a dentist will suggest they consult 

an orthodontist. 

Mainly, dentists encourage good oral hygiene and provide 

services related to: 

 Root canals 

 Tooth decay 

 Crowns 

 Gum disease 

 Veneers 

 Bridges 

 Teeth whitening 
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Orthodontists are a kind of dentists that specialize in the 

alignment of teeth and offer services related to: 

 Crowded teeth 

 Misaligned teeth 

 Overbite 

 Underbite 

What will an orthodontist help? 

Orthodontists will help with crooked teeth, but they assist patients with 

other issues as well. It includes overbites and crossbites, underbites, 

spaces between teeth, overcrowding of teeth, and the TMD treatment 

(temporomandibular disorders). Additionally, the problems with the 

jaw also need to be treated by an orthodontist. 

While a dentist may be trained to provide orthodontic care, also, to 

TMJ treatments, extractions, and fillings, trusting the smile to an 

orthodontist can better balance the different procedures you require. 

How are they similar? 

The only similarity between a dentist and an orthodontist is that both 

focus on oral care. An orthodontist will work in a dental office and 

provide the same care as a dentist. So in this respect, they are pretty 

similar. They both are considered doctors and deal with the teeth and 

gums. 
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To learn more about the difference between orthodontists and 

dentists, you can contact our professional team to get the most 

comprehensive answer. Rather than it if you are looking for Root canal 

Auckland, Braces Auckland, Invisalign Auckland, or any other tooth-

related services. We are always here to assist you. We have the best 

team to satisfy our customers. 

https://www.dentistaucklandnz.co.nz/root-canal-treatment
https://www.dentistaucklandnz.co.nz/root-canal-treatment
https://www.dentistaucklandnz.co.nz/fastbraces
https://www.dentistaucklandnz.co.nz/invisalign

